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A SLEEPY DOCTRINE CONSIDERED. 
Or repty To K.’s piagram, Kc. Ke. 

(See last Number, p. 143.) 

The diagram of K., however it might answer 
if it stood by itself, and left to conjecture and the 
reader’s wits, its solution, is made of little conse- 
quence by K.’s admission, and certain facts which 
exist, and which will be stubborn in spite of every 
man. When K. speaks of the first system, accord- 
ing to the diagram, poor D lingers cut his life of 
misery, inthis world; while his former neighbours, 
A, B, and C, have gone to Heaven. K. even goes 
so far as to decide that A, B, and C, if they could 
have known beforehand the joys of heaven, they 
were great fools to live even the short time they 


the second (his own) system, as explained by his 
second diagram, then this miserable world has lost 
ail its horrors; and being the only place in the uni- 
verse where man has any chance of existence for 
a long, or indefinite time, is metamorphosed into 
quite a litile heaven !!! 

I. is really humorous te see what terrible work 
these two diagrams now make with each other. 
They, or K. rather, make this world a perfect pro- 
teus. When K. wishes to depreciate our system, by 
ihe first diagram, this world, or life, is dreadful! 
O! it is a miserable concern. But when K. wishes 
to raise his own system, by the help of the second 
diagram, why, then this world or life “really is @ 
great blessing !!!” 

Reader, join with us in thanking K., for we are 
ander obligations to him for this opportuniry of be- 
ing * right merry” in this miserable woild, which is 
“a great blessing.” A, B, and C, were great foals, 
or would have Leen, for enjoying “ a great blessing.” 
And poor D, who is left, is “comparatively misera- 
ble” while in possession of “ a great blessing!” The 
veal truth is, that all mankind consent that even 
this life is a “great blessing,” and are very soli- 
citous toretain it, even K. included in the num- 
ber; aad unless Kk.’s diagrams, or some be- 
witching thing shall deprive them of their wits and 
reason, they will continue to think so, and prove, 
vy facts, that K.’s theory, hawever it may shine in 
diagrams, and live in declamation, is as unsubstan- 
tial as the “ baseless fabric of a vision.” 

We, however, congratulate K. in escaping froma 
part of his hypothesis. He candidly acknowledges, 
of his system and ours, that “the difference, then, 
relates to this world, and to this world only.” And 
also, that this difference “ consists principally in the 
moral tendeucy of the two systems, as it regards 
ver Lopes, fears, and expectations.” Well, if this 





existed in this lower world, But when K. speaks of 





he the case, we will inqué:e into the hopes, fears, and 
expectations of the two systems, as incentives to 


uorality. 

K. shall pass the ordeal first What does Kk, 
ear? Ans. Nonexistence, What does K. expect’ 
Ans. Nonexistence. Whatis K.’s hope? Ans. 
To be awakened from the sleep of “ nothing” into 
being, God only knows when; and after the lapse 
of, perhaps, millionsof centuries. These are h.’s 
inducements to live well, aud behave liimsel!; hav- 
ing, at the same time, bis mind hauated with dia 
giams, and his imagination on the iack-to conjure 
evidence of the misery, and the “ great blessines” 
of this world, to restrain, of to spur hia, as the Case 
may require; and his ears te ring coutiaually wath 
the sound of—WVothing ! 

Next comes I, What does F. fear? Ans. 
Aside froin the filial and consolotary fear of his 
Heavenly Father, nothing. What does F. expect ? 
Ans. “Lire anp immMonrarity!” What is F.’s 
hope? Ans. Joys which “eye hath not seen—eet 
hath not heard—neither hath it entered into the 
heartof man to conceive.”—In.a word—all that a 
God of love, who is “ not the God of the dead, but 
of the living,” cau bestow on him. “ The goodness 
of Gad leadeth to repemtance,” on the one hand; 
and the fear of lasing existence on the other! 

When it is considered that one half of the humana 
race die in infancy, it must be admitted, that this 
life to all those is dewied by their Maker, save only a 
little brief existence, which is haidly identified 
with the miseries or blessings of a sortal being, so 
far as this world isin question. Whoever regards 
ihis fact, must say, that aside from particular ex- 
ceptions, rendered such by the providence of God, 
for wise, and tous unknown purposes, very little 
indeed, can be predicated on the duration of life ia 
this world, which shall support or help K.’s system, 
or scheme of mathematical reasoning. It is a 
fact which K. will not dispute, (at least we will 
hope so) that the unbeliever is not governed by K.’s 
diagranis, nor by the principles of Christ’s Gospel; 
but by his passions. And unless the believer is 
governed, or moved to a proper course, by a know- 
ledge of that course, and by gratitude to God, there 
can be little ground to expect much influence from 
mathematical reasoning. We express Paul’s senti- 
ment and meaning, when we say, it would be better 
for us to depart and be with Christ, but it is needful, 
and we deeply feel it, that we should live here to 
benefit those who are dependent onus. And if, as 
K. admits, this life “really isa great blessing,” 
we are willing to endure this great blessing a 
little longer, and not flee for refuge, from this 
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“great blessing,” to the pistol, the knife, o1 the 
halter!!! 
—_—<»--— 

CHRIST’S VIEW OF THE SUBJECT. 

* Now thal the dead are raised, even Moses showed 
at the bush, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. For he is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living; for all live untohim.” Luke xx. 37, 38. 

On reading the above quotation from Luke, the 
query very properly suggests itself, in relation to 
modern opinions, as follows: How can those “ live 
ufito God,” who ate the subjects of annihilation ? 
That Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, are particularly 
mentioned by Christ as living, and not annihilated, 
or asleep in unconsciousness, we presume no sane 
person will deny. If God is not the God of the dead, 
and if God ts the God of Abraham, it follows, that 
Abraliam is not dead, but alive, and conscious. If 
Moses showed this, it must be a reality, for Moses 
could not show a nonentity! If Abraham be out of 
existence, God cannot be the God of Abraham, for 
the plain reason that there is no Abraham for God 
to be God of! 

We shall give adecided preference to Christ’s tes- 
timony over all modern wise men. And we will also 
add, that we shall give more credit to the evidence 
of our own senses, than to tle opinions of others. 

—=— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

I have thought, that the advocates for a Satanica! 
Bridewell, or detil’s house of correction, had no 
scripture to found this doctrine on, but it seems that 
1 was mistaken; for, Paul seems to have been 
of the opinion, that some good might result from 
sending wicked men to the devil, or Satan. In 
his first Epistle to Timothy, he says, in Ch. I. 
19, 20, “Holding faith and a4 good conscience, 
which some having put away, concerning faith have 
made shipwreck: of whom is Hymeneus and Alex- 
ander; whom I have delivered unto Satan, that 
they may learn not to blaspheme.” 

A little schoolboy read it, “that they may 
learn to blaspheme.” When he was corrected, he 
sail, the saint was sending them to the devil, to 
learii to swear. 

I must confess, that this has always been a mys- 
tery to me? that the Saint should send sinners to 
the devil, in order to reclaim thein; to improve 
their morals, and teach them good manners: Per- 
haps that is not the meaning of the paSsage alluded 
to. IT would thank any professor of divinity, for 
explaining Saint Paul’s meaning; and showing what 
benefit Messrs. Hymeneus and Alexander could de- 
rive from being delivered to the devil. It may pos- 
sibly be adifficulty with many others as well as with 
tiyself; to understand what moral instruction we 
can receive from his Satanic majesty; if, as many 
teach, he be a person, and wholly inclined to mis- 
chief and wickedness. R. W. T. 


—g>— 
SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 
The following remarks upon the intolerance of 
a Mr. Peckham, who has taken upon himself to de- 





<= SS 
nounce eternal misery upon an amiable and intejj;. 
gent man, that dared to differ in opinion from his 
reverence, ate selected from Noah’s Enquirer of the 
16th ult. They are creditable to the liberality of 
this able writer, and will be highly gratifying to oy; 
readers. Ch. Inquirer. 

“The little village of Gray, (Me.) has been 
thrown into vast disturbance by the silly wrong. 
headedness of parson Mr. Peckham. It seems that 
an extremely respectable physician, (Dr. Whitney: 
died in that place, some two orthree weeks since. 
and Mr: P., who resided in a neighbouring town 
was invited to preach the funeral sermon. He 
chose for his text—* What shall the end be of ther 
who obey not the Gospel of God ?”—and then wen, 
on to maintain the utmost letter of the Athanasiay 
creed, and denounced eternal torments agains 
those who doubted it. 
was a Unitarian, as were most of the audience be. 
fore whom Mt. Peckham was preaching. But 
among the audience, were atthe same time all the 
The cler- 
gyman, with a delicacy infinitely to be adimired, 
compared Dr. Whitney to a thiet; a robber, or any 
other gross violator of the commandments He 
was also likened to Paine, and other disbelievers ; 
and the only possible chance for the poor Doctor's 
soul “was,” said the good-natured preacher, “the 
forgiveness of the thief on the cross,” and then add- 
ed that this was a bad chance, because * thousands 
were undoubtedly in the regions of unutterable wo, 
who had left the world imploring such forgiveness.’ 


Doctor Whitney, bimself 


friends and the family of the deceased. 


This if consolation with a vengeance. It is onne- 
cessary for us to enter updn any vindication of the 
doctrines of Unitarianism. They prevail to a con 
siderable extent in England, and are still moi 
widely spread inthis country. They count among 
their professors many of the most honourable and 
religious families, and some of the most educated, 
honest, and eloquent divines. Purity of life and 
strength of argument will do all that is necessary 
for any creed, and our advocacy is theretore super- 
fluous. But we do protest west earnestly against 
the gross and scurrilons denunciations of crazy 
theologians. We are living in a cotintry eminently 
free. There is no earthly authority to restrain 
the formation of opinions, or denounce the e¢:- 
pression of them. He who teads the scriptures 
with an inquiring and sinvere mind, and holds fast 
to that he deems to be true, must not be sentenced 
to hell-torments by another person not more honest, 
not more enlightened, not more virtuous, not more 
infallible than himself. For such narrow minded 
and intolerant denunciations this is neither the 
country nor the age. * 

“ We do not charge wpon any others the absurility 
and violence of Mr. Peckham. He is probably 
some theological student, whose ignorance is yel to 
be illuminated by study, and whose rashness must 
be sobered down by experience. The continuance, 
however, of a such a style of damnatory eloquence, 
will procure for him the disrespect, and hatred of 
his fellow-citizens, and will lay up a store of gre?" 
unhappiness for himself. 
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“ We should add, that the inhabitants of Gray held 
a formal town meeting, to express (heir sentiments 
oa the whole affair. A committee was appointeds 
and from their printed address we quote this para- 
graph ;—* In this civilized and christianized com- 
munity shall we mutely hear such a self-made judge 
denounce the sentence of eternal damnation upon 
the departed spirit of an honest, benevolent man ; 
a virtuous fellow-citizen; an affectionate husband 
and kind parent, in the presence of his mourning 
family ; and that, too, while the remains of the 
dearest object of their affection lies before them 
in silent death? We cannot, we are not yet so 


devoid of sensibility.” 


—_>— 
From the Universalist Magazine. 

GentLemen,—In publishing my second Inquiry, 
J was compelled to suppress a number of remarks, 
on several texts and tepics which came under dis- 
cussion, unless I had extended the proposed num- 
ber of its pages, or altogether omitted other things 
which deserved notice. If you judge them of any 
use to your readers, they are at your service. As 
they must now appear out of their intended con- 
nexion, and will seem to have no p uticuiar connex- 
ion with each other, I shall cal] them Fragments. 

Yours, &c. W. B. 
FRAGMENTS. 

Dan. xii. 2.—“ And many of them that sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlast- 
ing life, and some to shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.” As it iscontended by some that a general 
and literal resurrection of all the dead is taught in 
this passage, it may be useful to examine its phraseo- 
logy a little further. I find then, that to repent 
in dust and ashes, to be bowed down to the dust, to 
lick the dust, with similar phraseology, are modes 
of speaking which express a humble, subjected, and 
even degraded conditien—see Job xiii. 6. Isaiah 
xlvii. 1. Nahum vit. 18. Psalm xliv. 25, and cix. 
25, Isaiah xxv. 12, and xxvi. 5. As a con- 
trast to these expressions, to arise from the dust, to 
awake from the dust, and to shake a person’s self 
from the dust, are expressions used to signify being 
raised from a humble, sul jected, and degraded con- 
dition, to honour and happiness—see Isaiah Iii. 2. 
xxvi. 19. 1 Sam. ii. 6. Psat exiii.7. 1 Kings xvi. 2, 

But the phraseology in this passage is, tu “sleep 
in the dust of the earth.” Tue term sleep is often 
used to express natural death, Jolin xi. 11—14. 
with many other passages. It is also used for natu- 
ral sloth or indolence, Prov. vi. 9—11. and xxiv. 
33, 34. It is also used to express a state of na- 
tional and spiritual sloth, stupidity, and death—see 
Isaiah xxix. 10. Rev. iii, 1. 1 Tim. v. 6.1 Cor. 
xv. 34. Isaiah 11.17. These texts show, that per- 
sons are said to be asleep and dead, when no one 
thinks natural sleep or death is meant. To awake 
from this state, is to be brought into its opposite 
state, a life of natural, moral, or spiritual activity— 
see Ephes. v. 14. 1 Cor. xv. $4. and Rev. xx. 5, 12, 
13. It is evident from all the above texts, that such 
tanguage is not only used jn reference to inditidu- 





als, but also nations. For example, Babylon, Isaiah 
xivii. 1. Nah. ii. 18. and Isaiah xxv. 1. and xxvi. 5. 
Also of Jerusalem or of the Jewish natin, Isaiah 
li. 2. By comparing 1 Kings xvi. @ and xiv. 7. the 
dust seeins to mean the common people, or those in 
a low condition; and to be exalied out of the dust, 
is to be raised to office or pre-eminence among them, 

lt is evident from the context, that Daniel is 
speaking of his own pegple, the Jews, They had 
once held the first rank among all the nations of 
the earth, But at the period alluded to by Daniel, 
they were degraded to a very low condition, their 
nation being a province of the Roman empire, 
National spiritual sleep had seized them—see Rom. 
in. 8—$1. Matt. xiii, 14, 15. Acts xxviii, 25, 26. 
Damel’s figurative description of their state agrees 
then withthe fact of the case, and is in unison with 
the language in which it is described by the New 
Testament writers. But Daniel says,—* Miny of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life.” This took place 
with many of the Jews on the day of Pentecost, 
and afterward. It is then agreeable to the fact of 
the case, and even to the language of our orthodox 
iriends; for they call such attention to religion @ 
great awakening, to this very day. That some of 
the Jews awoke to shame and everlasting contempt, 
is also notorious, and is visible to this day in their 
dispersion and contempt among all the nations of 
the eatth. The language used, therefore, and the 
people of whom Daniel was speaking, both show 
that this text is misapplied, when quoted by our 
orthodox brethren to prove a literal aud genera} 
resurrection of the dead. 

—< 
IRISH PREACHING. 

In a former number, we inserted an amusing pie- 
ture of an Jrish School taken from “The eventful 
Life of an Irish Soldier.’ Below will be found an 
account of the ‘ Priest,’ fromthe same work, 

Salem Observer, 

Whien we left the schoolhouse, we were met by 
a sedate looking old gentleman, who saluted us as 
he passed. “That,” said Eugene, “ 1s Father " 
our parish priest, a good and upright man, but eceens 
tric in his manners, and more so in preaching ; that 
the jatter is affected for the purpose of accommo-s 
dating himself to the comprehension of his hearers 
I believe, for he is a man of learning, aud shines in 
conversation when in company with people who un- 
derstand him: but if you heard hiin trom the pul- 
pit, doubt much whether you would be able to 
refrain from laughing. When the congregation 
are all composed, with their eyes fixed on him, he 
begins * There ye are, all of ye, looking demure and 
mealy mouthed, like as many saints, as if butter 
weald’at melt in your mouths.—Who would think, 





now, that half an hour ago you were busy sean- 
dalizing one another, making your remarks on this 
one’s dress and that one’s face, while more of ye 
were bargaining about your pratas and corn, and 
this is all done when you came here on this pre- 
tence of hearing the word of God on the Lord’s 
day. But whatdo you on the week days? why, yon 





aag 


curse and swear, and tell lies, and drink, and fight, 

and worse tiran all that, you go scheming about at 

night, doing mischief to every one that doesn’t 
please you, and after doing all this you'll come to 

me, hanging a lip like a motherless foal, and a 

whine iv your face, to make your confession, and 

get absolution for your sins; but how can I give 
you absolution ; people who never think of God 

only when the devil’s at their elbow—and when I 

refuse ye, ye fall to blubbering, and say, O Father 

, dear! hear me; what will Ido if youdon’t 
hear me ? and what answer can I make ye, only that 
you'll go to hell and be damned ; and indeed, it is 
true as Fsay it, if you don’t mend your manners, 
that will be the end of ye: so I would advise you 
to mind what you’re about, and don’t forget Him 
that’s taking note of all your misdeeds. IT am sure 
vou know yourselves there’s nu pleasure in the 
world in doing what’s wrong, and you all know 
how contented you feel when you do what’s right ; 
then take my advice, and make your souls without 
any delay, for the Lord knows which of you may 
be alive to see next Sunday.’ his is but a very 
imperfect specimen of his powers ; for, (in this rude 
style,) he is a most merciless dissecter of the human 
heart, and his hearers often wonder how he attains 

a knowledge of their most secret failings, even 

when they are not regular in their duty : rude, how- 

ever, as his oratory is, at times it is very impressive, 
and I have often seen him plunge into the midst of 
an hundred fellows who were fighting with sticks, 
and with his lorsewhip disperse the whole of them. 
—— 
AN ESSAY ON THE HUMANITY OF 
CHRIST: 

Intended to show the consistency and utility of 
maintaining that our Lord Jesus Christ is one of 
the human race. 

BY RICHARD WRIGHT. 
In all things it behooveth him to be made like 

unto his brethren. Hesrews ii. 17. 


INTRODUCTION. 

While al! Christians agree in admitting that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Christ, they differ very materi- 
rally in their views of his person: and these differ- 
ences have produced many unhappy divisions in 
the chureh of God, the gospel is acknowledge: 
to contain a plain declaration of faets, to be adapt- 
ed to the poor, and to be the standard of our 
faith, Why then cannot the differences of Chris- 
tians respecting the leading truths of Christianity 
be adjusted ? M persons would search the scrip- 
tures, and exercise their reason on what they 
find there, surely they might come to a right 
decision on one of the most iundamental articles o 
their faith; they might satisty themselves whether 
Jesus Christ be simply a man anointed by the 
Holy Spirit and with power, or a being of superior 
order to the human race, or the self-existent Goe 
himself. In order to their forming a right judg- 
ment, it is however necessary they should guard 
against the influence of prejudice and preconcep- 
tions, and examine the subject with candour, and 
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with a sincere desire to diseover the truth. It is 

presumed, the whole matter may be reduced to a 

narrow compass: the grand question seems ty be. 

Is the man Jesus, who was crucified by the Jews, thy 

Christ, the Son of the living God? The affirmative 

of this question fully admitted and adhered to jp its 

simplicity, would put an end to the long-continye, 
controversy conceruing the person of Christ, Te 

establish this fact, which is at the foundation , 

Christianity, and show its great practical utility, ;, 

the object of the following pages. OF the reader 

I request nothing but a serious and candid examin, 

uon of my observations and argunrents. 

CHAPTER EF. 
Proofs of the Humanity of Christ 

Nothing can be knowr with certainty concernin: 
the person of Christ unless it be clearly taught i. 
the Holy Scriptures. The notions entertained o: 
him, however popular they may be, or whatever ay 
tiqiny they may boast, if not clearly authorized by 
the testimouy of the sacred writers, ought to “4 
rejected as corruptions of the Christian doctrin, 
Disregarding mere human creeds and dogmas, filled 
with the love of truth and determined to judge for 
ourselves, let us resort to the only sources of infu 
mation on whieh we can safely rely: let us hea 
what prophets, evangelists and apostles have tauz) 
concerming the great muster of Cliristiaus: and 
we find they represeut him as simply a man, literalls 
one of the human race, let us not be afraid 1 
receive and aveuw the trith, notwithstanding the 
outertes Of the reputed erthedox against it. 

§ 1. dn the promises and prophecies, which relate ty 
Christ, he is spoken of as one of the human race. 
As Clirist was promised to the fathers of ty 

Jewish nation, and prophesied of before his « ouiing, 

tus reasonable to conclude, that from the writing 

of the Old Testament we may learn whether be 
was expected as a man, or a being of some vile: 
order. If the ancient prophets bad no accurat 
idea of the person of the Messiah, they must ! 
ignorant to what kind of being the promises ave 
prophecies related. Lf they described himas aw 

who should. be born at some future time, itis Clee 
they could have no notion of his being God hinsel;, 
or ab angelical, er super-angelical iitelligen 

Either it must be adinitted that Clirist is exc 

such a bemg as the promises and prophecies, a 

knowledged torelate to him, describe, or the tru: 

Ha 

represent him as one of the human race, it wi 

‘oliow that those who contend that he is a bemg «! 

a different order, so far, rank on the side of mi. 

delity. 

In the ancient promises and prophecies. Circis 
is called The seed of the woman ; Gen. iii. 19. The 
seed of Abrahams—-? prophet that should be raiseé 
up unto the people of Isracl, of their brethren, like 
unto Moses ; Deut. xviii. 18. The son of David ;- 
One chosen out of the people ; Psa. 1xxxix. 19. 4 
child born, a son given ; Isa. ix. 6. 4 rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a branehk from his roots ; Chap 
xi. 1. Aman of sorrows ;Chap liti. Such a lav 
guage can be true of none but a human being, one ‘ 


ot such pronases and prophecies is dewed. 
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eur own race. It cannot be necessary to remind the 
serious reader that God Almighty could never be 
the seed of the woman—the seed of Abraham—a 
prophet raised up among the Jews, of their bre- 
thren, like uate Moses—the Son of David—one 
chosen outof the people ; &c. nor can such lan- 
guage be applicable to a pre-existent spirit, or su- 
perangelic being. ‘The seed of the woman must be 
one of her descendants; the seed of Abraham, one 
of his offspring; such a prophet as Moses foretold, 
a mere human being, one of the Jewish nation ; the 
son of David, ene of David's posterity; be must be 
ene of the people, or he coukd not be oue chosen 
out of them. I might go on to show the impossi- 
bility of giving the words of the prophets a meau- 
jog, consistent with sense, without admitting that 
Christ is one of the human race; and one of the 
human race, however highly distinguished, caunet, 
in the nature of things, be either more or less thau 
a man. 

"Throughout the Old Testament, when Christ is 
spoken of, it is not as. a person who then existed, but 
uniformly as one who should be raised up at some 





future period. 

As the testimony of the prophets is so express 
respecting the simple humanny of Jesus Clirist, it 
is highly unreasonable to construe a few difficult 
passages, rendered more difficult by a long contin- 
ued perversion of them, which say nothing about 
his person, and are capable of a very different inter- 
pretation, in favour of an hy pothesis utterly incom- 
patible with his humanity. 

As the prophets taught that Cheist was to be one 
of the human trace, 1 is impossible the writers of 
the New Testament should speak of hii as a being 
of a different order: for the apostles said none other 
things than those which the prophets and Moses did 
say should come. Acts Xxvi, 22. 

j 2. The gospel history is the history of a man 
whom God anvinted with the Holy Spirit and 
with power. 

In tine New Testament we have a narration of 
facts which fully prove that Christ was sunply 
fuman, and the evidence of facts is fur more deci- 
sive than any inferences deduced (rom particular 
forms of expression. If to be conceived aud burn, 
to grow iu wisdom and in stature, to suffer and die, 
and to be buried, are proufs of mere humanity, 
Christ was merely a luman being. How could a 
being who had existed ages belore, not to say the 
immortal God, be conceived and bora; sceing con- 
eepuon and birth imply the production of what did 
not before exisi? If tw hunger and thirst, to expe- 
rience weariness, to need sustenance and rest, to 
feel joy and sorrow, pleasure aud pain, hope and 
fear, to bave all the natural appetites of human 
nature, determines a person to be simply a man, 
Christ was simply aman. If to have earthly rela- 
tions, parents and brethren, proves a person to be 
one of the human race, Ciirist was oue of the 
human race. If to be subject to the various ac- 
cidents coummon to men, to experience our in. 
Girmities, and to be tempted in all points as 


tory of Jesus, untothe time that he was taken up 

mito heaven, proves him to be as truly and properly 

aman as any other individual of the human race. 

The writers of the gospel history, throughout the 

narrative, speak of Christ as a man, atid represent 

lim as viewed and spoken of asa iman by the Jew- 

ish people at large, even by those who were the 

most astonished at his gracious words and wouder- 
ful works. JVever man spake like ihis man, was the 
language of his astonished hearers. When Christ 
cometh, will he do more miracles than those which 
this man hath dune? was a question exturted by bis 
waghty works. hal manner of man ts us, that 
even the winds and the sea obey him? said bis ad- 
muing disciples. However astonished at his doc- 
irtne and his miracles, bo stance oecurs Of any of 
his followers, even when they felt the strongesi ame 
pulse in lis favour, imagining that he Was auy others 
taan one of the human race. When the enraptured 
multitude led bin on his way to Jerusalem, they 
still thought bia sunply aman, and hailed him as 
the son of David and the messenger of God. Ae 
throughout the gospel listory, the writers speak of 
Christ, in the most unequivocal terns, as simply a 
man, aud John as plainly as the rest, it must be ab- 
surd to suppose that the latter, in the beginning of 
his gospel, represents him as a being infinitely su- 
perior to man; this is to make John contradict the 
other writers, and even bimsell;for he, in numerous 
instances afterward, speaks of Lim simply as aman. 

Could we suppose that the senses of the Jewish 
people, and even of our Lord’s own disciples, were 
so far imposed on that they took hun to be merely 
a man, who was a being of a very different order : 
yet he must himself know to what order of beings 
he belonged; and he fiequently called himself a 
man, and the sonof man, and disavowed al! preten- 
sions lo any Wisdom, power, Or authority but what 
he received from God. To deny the simple hu 
manity of Christ is to charge him with dissimula 
tion, in speaking of hinself simply as aman, when 
he knew he wasa very different beiwg. 

§ 3. The testimony of the -tpostics, as recorded in 
the book of sicts, relates to a nan whom God 
rated from the dead. 

Acts il, £2. Je men of Issac, hear these words, 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among 
you by miracles and wonders, und sivas, which God 
did by him ia Lia midst of you, as ye yourselves 
know, Se. This is the desciiption Peter gives oi 
the persou of his master, when preaching the gos 
pel with the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven : 
he calls him neitiier a God nor a God-iwan, Lut sim- 
ply a MAN approved of God, v. S56. He says, Let all 
the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. The Jews could not help know- 
ing, aud Ciristians in general will adinit, that it 
was man inerely that was crucified; but the same 

hat was crucified is declared to be the Christ: Ch 
ni. 12—16. We find him testifying to the Jews 
ihat the man whom they had slain is the Son of God, 





we ate, proves a person not more than human, 





that God had raised him from the dead and gle 
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rified him. This is a most unequivocal testimony to 
the simple humanity of Christ; as the identical 
person who was slain and raised from the dead is 
called the Son of God, the Prince of life, the Holy 
One and the Just. Th: same fact he reasserts, 
Ch. ix. 8—12. adding, that there és no other person 
authorized to dispense salvation but Jesus of Na- 
zareth: the very person he had before declared to 
be aman approved of God. When the same apos- 
tle preached the gospel to Cornelius and his family, 
he spoke of Christ simply as aman whom God had 
anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, who 
went about doing good, whom the Jews had slain, 
whom God had raised up, and ordained to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. Ch. x. 38—42. 

Paul testified at Antioch, that the Saviour whom 
Giod had raised up was of the seed of David; Ch. 
xiii. 24. Which must have led his hearers to con- 
clude that the Saviour he preached was simply a 
man, one of David’s posterity. In his address to 
the Athenians, he speaks of Christ merely as a man 
whom God had raised from the dead. Ch. xvii. 31. 
§ 4. In their Epistles, the Apostles speak of Christ 

as being literally a man, even one of the human 

race. 

Paul says, that our Lord Jesus Christ was made 
of the seed of David according to the flesh: Rom. 
i. 3. If we ask, what he meant by the phrase “ ac- 
cording to the flesh ?” his calling the Jews his bre- 
thren and kinsmen according to the flesh may in- 
form us. He declares God’s Son was made of a 
woman; Gal. iv. 4. but that which was made of a 
woman could not be more thanhuman. Again, he 
says, that Jesus Christ was of the seed of David ; 
2 Tim. ii. 8. He frequently calls him man; even 
when he speaks of him as the Lord from Heaven, 
and as made a quickening spirit, he still calls him 
simply aman; 1 Cor. xv.47. As the Mediator be- 
tween God and man, he calls him the man Christ 
Jesus; 1 Tim. ii. 5. The testimony of Paul to the 
simple Humanity of Christ being so unequivocal, it 
aust be grossly absurd to construe a few highly figu- 
sdtive passages in his writings in favour of an oppo- 
site doctrine. 

The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews, not 
aoly frequently calls Christ a man, and speaks of 
luis being tempted in all points like as we are, he 
asserts that in all things it behooved him to be made 
hke unto his brethren: Heb. ii. 17. which fully 
proves that Le was a being of the same order as we 
are, and constituted in all respects like us. 

Peter mentions the sufferings of Christ as ante- 
cedent to his glory; 1 Peter i. 11. An idea irre- 
concilable with the notion of his existence in glory 
prior to his sufferings; he says also, that God raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory; which 
shows that he had the crucified man in view. 

Jobn calls it the spirit of antichrist that denies 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh: John iv. 3. 
meaning by this coming in the flesh, that he is liter- 
ally a mao. 

The specimens here given will be found to accord 
with the uniform tenor of the apostolic writings, 
when the person of Christ is evidently mentioned. 
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§ 5, Whenever Chrict is personally introduced ix 
the Apocalypse, even in the most splendid repre. 
sentations in vision, he is spoken of as man. 
Chap, i. 5. He is declared to be the first begottes 

from the dead; which seems like a direction t» 

regard him throughout the whole book as the 

man whom the Jews hanged on a tree, whom 

God raised from the dead. Amid the most splen. 

did imagery he is introduced as the Son of man; 

v.13. and when he anounces himself to his asto. 

nished disciples he declares himself the same person 

who was once dead: v. 18. when he calls himself 
the first and the last; meaning perhaps the author 
and finisher of the gospel dispensation, 1? is still as 

a person who was once dead: chap. ii. 8. when he 

is described in the midst of the throne, it is as 

person who had been slain; chap v. 6. In the most 
grand and glorious scenes, when Christ appears, it is 
still the crucified man we behold, he is the person 

God hath so highly honoured. 

If, laying aside prejudice, and disregarding mere 
buman systems, we take the prophets and apostles 
for our guides, and build our taith entirely on the 
scriptures, we shali be led to see that the Old Tes. 
tament pointed forward to a person ot the human 
race, whom God would raise up to be a teacher and 
a saviour; and from the New Testament at large, 
we shall learn that the man Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom the Jews crucified, whom God raised trom 
the dead, is the very person: that a man, made in 
all things like his brethren, is highly exalted, and 
made both Lord and Christ. 

CHAPTER HI. 

Every thing ascribed to Christ, in the Holy Serip- 
tures, is consistent with the doctrine of his simple 
Humanity. 

Those who are not satisfied with the doctrine of 
our Lord's simple humanity, finding no direct proof 
in the scriptures, that he is more than human, en- 
deavour to support their hypothesis by contending 
that his wisdom, power, titles, offices, and works, 
prove that he is more than man, and that the bless- 
ings he dispenses, and the honours given to bin, 
show him to be truly God. If, however, we can 
make it appear, that all these things are ascribed to 
him asa man whom God hath highly exalted, and 
are compatible with the idea of his being simply @ 
man, every reasonable ground of argument agaist 
the simple humanity of Christ will be removed ; and 
this is what I undertake to show in the present 
chapter. 

§ 1. The wisdom and power which Christ possesses 
not too great for God to give, nor for hin as man 
to receive. 

Tire question, in this place, is, not what wisdom 
and power Christ possesses; but, whether be pos 
sesses them by derivation, or otherwise. How: ver 
unlimited his knowledge or bis powers, unless it 
can be proved that they are underived, they furnisd 
ns no evidence that he is more than man. ft would 
be improper to say the wisdom and power of Chi ist 
are too great for God to have communicated. Jeous 
ascribed every thing he had, the wor!s wih he 
spake in revealing the gospel, and the mighty works 
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which he performed, to the Father, declared that he 
could do nothing of himself, and that all his au- 
thority was given him. Had his wisdom ana 
knowledge been underived, what need evould there 
have been for the Spirit of Jehovah to rest upor 
him, as a spirit of wisdom and understanding, a 
spirit of counsel and might, a spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord; that he might not 
judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove 
after the hearing of his ears. Isa. xi. 2,3. Had bis 
power not been derived, how could he have said that 
all power was given to him? If he possessed his 
wisdom and power independently of the Father, 
what occasion had he to pray to the Father for 
power to work a miracle? and how could he say be 
Was ignorant of a certain event? The ancient 
prophets had the knowledge of secret things, and 
of future events, communicated to them. Jesus 
told his disciples they should do greater works than 
those they had seen him do: it follows, that the 
wisdom and power which Jesus possessed were not 
too great to be communicnted to a mere man. 
There is nothing wonderful in such extensive wis- 
dom and power being ascribed to him to whom the 
Spirit is not given by measure. The superior 
knowledge and power of Christ is fully accounted 
for by that one saying of the apostle, “ God anoint- 
ed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power.” Isthere any thing extraordinary in 
that man, by whom the gospel was revealed, being 
called the wisdom of God, and the power of God; 
seeing the gospel unfolds the wisdom of God, and is 
his power unto salvation ?—Nor ought it to be for- 
gotten that it is the crucified man who is so called. 
Instead of vainly imagining that Christ is more 
than human, because God hath given him so much 
wisdom and power, we ought rather, like those 
who saw his mighty works, to glorify God, who 
hath given such power "to a man, and confess that 
the wisdom and power are from him. 

4 2. The highest titles given to Christ are given lo 
him as man, and are compatible with simple hu- 
manity. 

The titles mentioned, Isa. vi. 9. are the most lofty 
af any ascribed to Chirist, in the sacred pages; but 
these titles, (to say nothing of different readings, 
and renderings of the passage) are given to him as 
one of the human race, as a child born, a son given, 
as the son of David: consequently, they must be so 
understood asto agree with simple humanity. They 
are evidently used as natnes of office, and are 
applied to him on account of the government being 
upon his shoulder; therefore, and because applied 
to a human being, they cannot, without manifest 
perversions, be construed to express a vature difler- 
enttothe human. If mere men, as Moses and the 
judges of Israel, were called gods, for Christ to be 
called the mighty God by no means proves bim to 
be more than man, only that, though simply a man, 
he isa mighty governor: yet he is never called 
God 10 the New Testament, though had he been so 
éalied a hundred times, it would not have proved 
him to be more than tan; for, like the rulers of old, 
he might be a ged by office, and ont by 





nature. As to the title everlasting Father, this 
aiso is applied to him as a human being, and might 
be rendered the father of the everlasting. It very 
well applies to Christ asa man; for he is, figura- 
tively speaking, the father of the gospel dispensa- 
tion, a father to his disciples, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light by the gospel.—{See 
Lowrn’s and Dopson’s Translations of the abovt 
passage.) 

Immanuel.—This name is applied to Christ as 
the son of Mary, consequently as a mere human 
being ; therefore it can never prove him to be more 
than man. It was applied to a child born ages be- 
iore the Messiah, as may be seen by examining Isa. 
vii. and viii, But no one ever supposed that child 
wasmore than man. As applied to Christ it could 
only mean that God would be with men through 
him, as the medium of his truth and grace to them 

The Word of God.—-Christ being the person by 
whom God hath spoken to us in these last days, is 
on that account called the word of God; for he is, 
figuratively speaking, the mouth or oracle of God 
to men. The words of truth which he communi- 
cated were not his own but his that sent him. It 
was, however, as man that he revealed the mind, 
and delivered the words of God to men; they 
were communicated by human organs: hence the 
word was said to be made flesh. ‘The above title 
by no means proves that Christ was more than man, 
only that he was God’s most glorious messenger. 

The Lord from Heaven.—This title is given to 
Christ simply as man: for Pau] says, the second 
man isthe Lord from Heaven: therefore it cannot 
imply that he is more than man, only that he receiv- 
ed his dignity immediately trom God. 

Son of God.—This title is given to Christ as the 
Son of man; Matt. xvi. 13, 16. therefore cannot 
prove that he is any more than a human being. 

First-born.— Only-begotten.—These’ titles are 
given to the man Jesus: therefore should be so con 
strued as to agree with his simple humanity. If his 
being called first-born implied that he was more than 
human, his brethren, among whom he is first born, 
and who are supposed by the very name given them 
to be of the same nature and family as iimsell, 
must be more than huwnan. The phrase first-boru 
is often used in scripture, to express not priority ot 
existence, but of rank and dignity; as in Psa. 
Ixxxix. 27, J will make him first-born, higher than 
the kings of the earth. The title only-begotten, as 
used in scripture, is synonymots with well-beloved, 
or highly-approved ; as Isaac is called Abram’s only - 
begotten son, though he had another son, born be- 
fore him, and alive at the time. God called Israel 
his son, Ephraim bis first-born, yet no person ever 
supposed, that Israel, or Ephraim, were more than 
mere men. 

The Prince of life—The Holy One.—These 
titles ave evidently given to a man who was cruci- 
fied and slain by the Jews: consequently they 
ought to be so constiued as to apply to him as man 
simply. He is the prince of life, ashe is the person 
who God hath appointed to raise the dead, and to 
dispense eternal hfe: the holy oné, because the 
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Father sanctified him, and because he was holy, 

harmless, gud undefiled. 

It has been taken for granted that Christ is called 
Jehovah ; but this has never been proved to be the 
case in a single instance: and if it could be proved, 
bo more could be justly inferred from it, than that 
through bim the Most High will show himself the 
promise fulfilling Giod: it would no more prove 
that he is Gor than the connecting the name ot 
Jehovah wrth the church, or we certain altars, 
proved them to be deities. Having remarked on 
the principal titles of Christ, it cannot be necessary 
to advert to others of inferior note. Betore it be 
concluded, from the titles of Jesus Christ, that he 
is more than man, it should be proved that they are 
not given to lim as man in the scriptures. 

§ 3. The most imporlunt offices ascribed to Christ 
are ascribed lo him as man, nor do they necessa- 
rily require that he should be more than man. 

I shall only notice those offices of Chevst, 
which have been supposed to require him to be God 
as well as man. 

Mediator.—It has been supposed that the Media- 
tor between God and men must be a God-man; as 
if the Almighty could not make a mere man the 
medium of the gospel and ts blessings to men. 
Paul was of a difierent opinion ; he asserts that the 
mediator between God and meu is the man Christ 
Jesus : consequently, as nian simply oe is the Medi- 
Moses was merely a man, yet he was the Me- 
diator the old covenant. Gal. tii. 9. and what 
reason can be assigned for the supposition that the 
new covenant, any more than the old, requues a 
God-man mediator. 

Saviour.—Because Jehovah hath declared him- 
self to be a just God and a Saviour, and Christ is 
set forth as a Saviour, it bas been interred that 
Christ is God; but tis inierence is unjust, tor it 
might with equal propriety be inferred that the 
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saviours which were given to Israel of old, Neb. 
ix. 27. were all of them Gods, Piimaiily God ts 
eur Saviour, es our whole salvation originated with 
him ; but he effects ofr deliverance by the agency 
of those he raises up for the purpose. As itis by 
his son Jesus all the blessings of the gospel are 
commuuicated, he is called a Saviour; but then he 
is a Saviour of God’s raising up and appoimting: 
and it 1s as a man of the seed of David, Whowas cru- 
cified by the Jews, that he is exalted to be a Saviour. 
Acts v. 30, 31. chap. xm. 23. 

Lord.—The bight digouy and glory of Christ, as 
Lord of ail, has been supposed incompatible with 
his being merely aman; but the highest dignity 
and glory ascribed to him, we find ascribed to hin 
asaman. Itis of the crucified man Paul speaks, 
when he says that for his obedience to death God 
hath bighly exalted him, and given bim a name that 
is above every name; Phil. ii. 8,9. It is Jesus of 
Nazareth, the man whom the Jews hanged on a 
tree, that is declared to be the Lord of all: Acts x. 
56—39. Wililany person say that God could not 
raise a man to all the dignity and glory to which 
Jesus is exalted ? 

Judge.—It bas been argued that, if Christ be 
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merely a man, he cannot be capable of judging the 
world : but it ought to be remembered, it is Gog 
who will judge the world by him: and, if Gog 
judge the world by him, he will give ali the wisdom 
and power necessary for the arduous work. Surely 
no one will say, thisis too much for God to do 
Whatever some persons may think, the scriptures 
platuly teach that itis as man God hath appointed 
Christ to be the judge of all; Acts x. 42. Chap 
xvi. 81. 
(To be continued.) 
a 
The light of Reason Imperfect. 

If the glorious light of the Gospel be sometimes 
overcast with clouds of doubt, so is the light of our 
reason too. Bat shall we deprive ourselves of the 
advantage of either, because these clouds cannot 
perhaps be entirely removed while we remain in 
this mortal life? Shall we obstinately and fro. 
wardly shat our eyes against the day-spring from on 
high that has visited us, because we are not as yet 
able to bear the full blaze of his beams ? Indeed, 
not even in heaven itself, notin the highest state of 
perfection to which a finite being can ever obtain, 
will all the council of providence, all the height 
and all the depth of the infinite wisdom of God, be 
Faith even then, 
will be necessary; and there will be mysteries 
which cannot be penetrated by the most exalt- 
ed archangel, aud truths which cannot be known 
“y him otherwise than from revelation, or be- 
lheved upon any other ground of assent than a 
submissive in the divine 
What, then, shall man presume that his weak 
and narrow understanding is sufficient to gnide 
him into all truth, without any need of reve- 
lation or faith ? Shall we complain that the ways 
of God are not hke his and past 
finding out? True philosophy, as well as true Chris- 


ever disclosed or understood. 


confidence wisdom. 


Ways, his 
lianity, would teach us a wiser and modester part 
It would teach us to be content within those bounds 
which God had assigned to us, “ casting down ini- 
ginations, and every high thing that exalteth itseit 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Chirist.” 
Lord Littleton. 
—>—- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION, 
Mt Union Hall Academy, corner of Oliver and 
Henry streets, near Chatham square. 

The question for diseussion on Tuesday evening, 
Feb. 27, is, Are the five books of Moses, and ‘he fout 
Gospels, to be received as the genuine recor!s of a 
a divine revelation, made by God to mankind 
through Moses and Jesus, the founders of the Jew- 
ish and Christian dispensations ? 

As this question will place the believer and srep- 
tic or Deist at issue, it is hoped that a general inter- 
est will be excited, and the objections of unbeliev- 
ers fully refuted. 
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